Knowledge and Reality

Time and Tense
Can there be time without tense?
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Past Paper Questions

e Could there be a period of time during which nothing happened? (2000, 15)

e Could a thing have spatial location but no temporal location? (2000, 16)

o “If time-travel is possible, then it is possible for an effect to precede its cause.” Does this
refute the possibility of time-travel? (2001, 5)

e How does time differ from space? (2001, 10)

e Could time pass after the universe came to an end? (2002, 19)

e (Canthere be time without tense? (2003, 12)

e Istime without change conceivable? (2004, 18)

e Could one perceive an atemporal being? (2005, 21)

e Does the fact that the past is fixed mean that time-travel is impossible? (2005, 22)

e Are the past and future any less real than the present? (2006, 12)

e “Exists” is a present-tensed verb. Does it follow that everything that exists exists now?
(2007, 17)

o Does McTaggart’s paradox establish the unreality of time? (2008, 14)

e Does time really flow? (2009, 15)

e “There is nothing metaphysically special about the present.” Discuss. (2010, 17)

e In what, if anything, does the flow of time consist? (2011, 13)

e If what is true depends on what exists, how can a presentist explain the truth of “Dinosaurs
used to roam around what is now Oxfordshire”? (2012, 18)

e In what sense, if any, does time flow in a particular direction? (2014, 13)



